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NEWS RELEASE – Not for publication before 18:30 hrs June 17 , 2004
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT HIGHLIGHTS RAPID PROGRESS TOWARDS IMPROVING BUILT ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION

ACBEE to build on university / industry dialogue success 
ACBEE, the Accelerating Change in Built Environment Education programme founded last year, has launched its first Annual Report highlighting its progress in improving university-industry dialogue and collaboration.  In it ACBEE reveals that it is moving towards measuring the contribution and benefits that higher education courses make to the industry.  It has also announced plans to extend its approach to regional engagement and further education.
The report was presented to Peter Rogers, Chairman of the Strategic Forum for Construction, by John Hobson, former Director of the DTI Construction Directorate, at an evening reception held at RIBA in London on June 17th.
“Construction is going through a process of major change in culture and working practices as it implements the ideas in the Latham and Egan reports and develops the concepts of partnership and collaborative working,” said John Hobson.  “It has therefore been a great personal pleasure to watch the development of ACBEE over the past year, from a gleam in the eye to an established programme of case studies with genuine buy in from stakeholders.”  
ACBEE was established in 2003 to encourage the built environment industry, universities and professional bodies to work together to improve dialogue and provide more relevant training and education for the future.  It promotes the need for courses and teaching programmes that align with key industry themes and which demonstrate active university, industry or institutional partnerships.  
Last October ACBEE called on the universities, industry and professional bodies who represent the built environment to submit case studies of high quality that demonstrate the concept of collaborative university-industry education for the sector.  It has already attracted in excess of the initial 20 case studies expected.
more/
The case studies embrace both graduate and undergraduate courses and programmes and can be found at www.cebe.ltsn.ac.uk/learning/acbee/index. They are from universities across the UK (and one from the Netherlands) and include industry partners from all sections of the built environment. 
A preliminary study, recently conducted by ACBEE on the issue of macro-level measurement for university / industry engagement, revealed that most of the case study promoters are planning to develop methods of measuring the success of their courses in order to demonstrate improved industry performance. 

“The concept of measurement has received general assent and this is extremely encouraging for the future,” says John Hobson.  Our task now, with the support of the Strategic Forum and the training community, is to build on these foundations and produce an intellectually rigorous set of ideas that will deepen understanding and improve the quality of dialogue which already exists.”
Announcing its plans for the coming year, ACBEE revealed that it has started a South East region sub-group, to pilot regional industry-education engagement and explore the potential for extending ACBEE principles to further education by encouraging dialogue between regional companies and local colleges. 
The ACBEE programme is funded by ConstructionSkills, the Sector Skills Council for Construction, and forms part of the accelerating change agenda endorsed by the Strategic Forum.  It is guided by a pan-industry steering group representing CITB ConstructionSkills, CEBE (Centre for Education in the Built Environment), LTSN Engineering, Construction Industry Council, Constructing Excellence, and academic and industry specialists.  

ENDS

Note to editors:

CITB-ConstructionSkills, CITB (NI) and the Construction Industry Council (CIC) work in partnership as the Sector Skills Council for Construction. CEBE and LTSN Engineering are part of LTSN, the universities Learning and Teaching Support Network which is now part of the UK-wide Higher Education Academy.
Media enquires to:

John Hobson, ACBEE.  Tel:01827 880967. e-mail: johnhobson@tiscali.co.uk

Eddie Coulter, ACBEE.  Tel: 01243 543072. e-mail: eddie@eddiecoulter.com
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